
Come August, Come Freedom notes on extracts 09.03.2012 
 

Extract #1, p. 9, Advertisement, Virginia Gazette: This is an authentic newspaper ad, placed in 
the Virginia Gazette. I changed the names to reflect Old Major and Henrico County. The actual 
ad was from Stafford County about one hour north of Henrico, the enslaved man was named 
Charles. I also edited slightly for readability.  
 
Extract #2, p. 15, Thomas Prosser Daily Journal: This is a fabricated journal entry modeled after 
an unpublished privately held plantation journal of John Tinsley in Hanover County during the 
same time period. 
 
Extract #3, p. 36, Advertisement, Virginia Gazette: This is an authentic newspaper ad, placed in 
the Virginia Gazette in July 1762.  Edited. 
 
EXTRACT #4, p. 43, Prosser’s Brookfield: This is an illustration modeled after an authentic 
insurance drawing of Brookfield from 1806.  
 
Extract #5, p. 79, Pound Cake: Authentic recipe from Mary’ Randolph’s cook book The Virginia 
Housewife, 1824, and still in print.  
 
Extract #6, p. 92, 1795, Brookfield Shop Jobs: This is a fabricated blacksmith shop list. I 
consulted an 1854 blacksmith invoice from the Tinsley family papers [Hanover VA] and also a 
James Anderson blacksmith log [Richmond, VA} from 1790s for the types of jobs Gabriel may 
have performed on Brookfield, as well as for spelling customs of the period. 
 
Extract #7, p.107, Thomas Prosser Daily Journal: This is a fabricated journal entry modeled after 
an unpublished privately held plantation journal of John Tinsley in Hanover County (10 miles 
from Brookfield) during the same time period. I changed the dates, names, etc to fit the story, 
but the types of entries: concern with the fields, concern with going to town, and giving his son 
money occur in the diary of a contemporary of Thomas Prosser’s from the same region. 
 
Extract #8, p. 130, 7 October 1799, Henrico County Courthouse: This is an authentic court 
document, excerpted and edited only for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #9, p.133, 7 October 1799, Henrico County Courthouse: This is an authentic court 
document, excerpted and edited only for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #10, p.142, 4 November 1799, Henrico County Courthouse: This is an authentic court 
document, excerpted and edited only for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #11, p. 144-5, Letter from a Philadelphia Patriot: This leaflet is fabricated in the style of 
colonial-era gray propaganda that was circulated through printed leaflets, pamphlets, letters 
without any claim to authorship and intended to incite the people. 



Extract #12  p.160-1, Commonwealth of Virginia Executive Communications: This is an authentic 
state document from Executive Communications records in 1800, excerpted and edited only for 
readability and tone. 
 
Extract #13, p.170-1, Commonwealth of Virginia Executive Communications: This is an authentic 
state document from Executive Communications records in 1800, excerpted and edited only for 
readability and tone. 
 
Extract #14 p. 183-4, August 30, 1800, Mosby Sheppard to Governor Monroe:  An authentic 
letter edited only for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #15, p. 190, Executive Communication, Commonwealth of Virginia:  This is an authentic 
state document from Executive Communications records in 1800, excerpted and edited only for 
readability and tone.  
 
Extract #16, p.195, September 8, 1800 Magistrates to the Governor: This is an authentic state 
document from Executive Communications records in 1800, excerpted and edited only for 
readability and tone for readability and tone.   
 
Extract #17, p.197-8, A Proclamation:  Official state proclamation including description of 
Gabriel, slightly edited 
 
Extract #18, p. 200-01, THE TRIAL OF SOLOMON, 11 SEPTEMBER 1800: Official trial transcripts, 
edited and abridged. 
   
Extract #19, p.205, To his Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia: Authentic 
letter to James Monroe edited only for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #20, p. 206-7, CONFESSION OF SOLOMON: Authentic trial document edited and 
abridged for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #21, p. 208, September 12, 1800 J. Monroe to Mayor of Williamsburg:  Authentic 
document edited for readability and tone. 
 
 Extract #22, p. 209, Notice: Authentic new paper ad, unchanged from the Virginia Argus. 
 
Extract #23, p213-215, September 24, 1800 Thomas Newton to the Governor Norfolk: 
Authentic document edited for readability and tone. 
 
Extract #24 p. 216, ORDERS TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL FROM GOVERNOR JAMES MONROE, 
RESPECTING GABRIEL, SEPTEMBER 28, 1800: Authentic communication. 
 
Extract #25, p.217, VIRGINIA GAZETTE TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 1800 RICHMOND: Authentic 
newspaper article edited for readability and tone. 



Extract #26,  p.218-20, Trial of Gabriel: Official trial transcript, edited and abridged for 
readability and tone. 
 
Extract #27, p.227-8, Slave log: This is a fabricated slave log created from an authentic slave log 
of the Tinsley family of Hanover and kept between the New Testament pages of the family Bible 
documenting slave births between the years 1790 and 1804. The names are changed. 
 


